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WFP Press Release
12 January 2010 
WFP APPOINTS TUNISIAN FILM STAR HEND SABRY AMBASSADOR AGAINST HUNGER
CAIRO – The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) today appointed Tunisian film star Hend Sabry as an “Ambassador against Hunger.”  The young actress will support WFP in its fight against hunger in developing countries around the world, especially in the Middle East region. 
“I am delighted to be part of WFP's efforts to help the hungriest people in the world and I will use my profile among film fans to show how even small contributions from individual people can help to ease hunger by feeding hungry children,” said Hend Sabry.
Over the past year, the compounding effects of the economic crisis – which followed the 2008 high food price crisis -  has pushed the number of hungry people to unprecedented levels.  More than a billion people around the world now go hungry each day, and one third of all deaths among children under 5 years of age in the developing world are linked to under nutrition.
“Providing proper nutrition to young children is a simple and effective way of saving the next generation, and building a better future for millions,” Ms. Sabry said. 
The actress’s initial plan includes visiting WFP’s operations in Yemen where the programme is helping more than 175,000 people affected by the ongoing conflict in the northern part of the country. 

She is also planning to visit school meal programmes in Egypt and the occupied Palestinian territories as well as other projects worldwide. WFP now provides meals to around 22 million children in schools in some 70 countries; about half of them are girls.
WFP’s school meal programmes transformed the life of Kenya’s marathon runner Paul Tergat when the agency started distributing free school lunches at his primary school in a drought-ridden district in Kenya in 1977. Tergat is now a WFP Ambassador against Hunger. 
Ms. Sabri actress will join other world celebrities who are using their status to help WFP raise awareness of the global fight against hunger including Drew Barrymore, Kaká and Egyptian film veteran Mahmoud Yassin.
“We have realised the power of celebrities in winning the hearts and minds of people and we are confident that Hend will bring the Arab world’s attention to how much hunger and suffering there is in the world,” said Daly Belgasmi, WFP Regional Director for the Middle East, Central Asia and Eastern Europe.
Ms. Sabry and Mr. Yassin are scheduled to shoot a number of public service announcements next week.
Ms. Sabri has supported WFP since February 2009.  She has travelled to Syria and the occupied Palestinian territories, and visited people receiving food assistance from WFP to see the impact of the agency’s work on the lives of vulnerable people.
L’Oreal Egypt sponsored WFP’s announcement ceremony in Cairo. Hend Sabry is the company's celebrity endorser in the Middle East. 
#                              #                                 #

Download video footage of Ms. Sabry’s visit to Nablus in the occupied Palestinian territories in Arabic, English and French.

Download high resolution pictures of Ms. Sabry’s visit to Syria and the occupied Palestinian territories here. 

#                              #                                 #

WFP is the world's largest humanitarian agency fighting hunger worldwide. In 2010, WFP aims to feed 90 million people in 73 countries.

WFP now provides RSS feeds to help journalists keep up with the latest press releases, videos and photos as they are published on WFP.org. For more details see: http://www.wfp.org/rss

WFP has a dedicated ISDN line in Italy for quality two-way interviews with WFP officials.

For more information please contact (email address: firstname.lastname@wfp.org):

Abeer Etefa,  WFP/Cairo, Tel. +2 02 25281730 ext. 2600,  Mob. +2 016 663 435

Reem Nada, WFP/Cairo, Tel. +2 02 25281730 ext. 2610,  Mob. +2 016 663 4522
Via Cesare Giulio Viola, 68/70, 00148 Rome, Italy    Telephone: +39 06 65131    Fax: +39 06 6590632/7 
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